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EDITORIAL

Every year my prep-school had a sports day, the highlight of which was an obstacle
race. It ended with a mad dash through a large maze laid out with white tape
in the small wood that was part of the school grounds. It was the wheeze of the
headmaster Mr Dodd, who may have had a sadistic streak as the whole event was
an annual nightmare for me. I could never find my way through the labyrinth and
always came out last, much to the amusement of the staff and other boys. On the
plus side it did lack a Minotaur.

The only benefit of it was to give me a better understanding of one of my favourite
plays “A Midsummer Night's Dream” where the star-crossed lovers lose themselves in
the woods before the happy nuptials at the end. Their struggles to get out of the woods,
resonates with my confusion in that schoolboy maze , though they are surrounded by
magic and fairies, a world which was sadly lacking in my prep-school experience.

I not only love this play but we were fortunate enough to go to a performance in
the Globe theatre in London one Midsummer’s Eve when the sky was clear after a
sunny day and as the play progressed the sky turned to black of night and the stars
appeared above us. No one could have designed the play more beautifully. Somehow
weddings bring out the thespian in me.

That dream of lovers and the reality of a wedding were brought home to me recently
at our own daughter’s marriage. It was a large and confusing affair. There was so
much planning, so much angst, a lot of crying — mostly from the bridesmaids — and
much dithering and stress - and that was all in the months beforehand.

Come the day though, the only way I could cope with it all was to think of it as the
opening of a play and to be fair my daughter wanted and savoured the dramatic and
traditional nature of it all.

In order to get her to her future husband, who was standing nervously at the front
of the crowd - we had to navigate the bride and six bridesmaids down a corridor
through a narrow door and down some steps before we could glide up to the groom
where [ had been commanded to give her away.

“Right,” I said, “we need to choreograph all this.” Which I proceeded to do, even
though some of the guests then called me a Drama Queen - but I was in such good
spirits I took it on the chin and the whole thing went off without a hitch.

Except for one moment - and all perfection is only remembered through the blemishes
that inevitably occur. As the groom was giving his speech everyone’s phone went off
in a cacophony of rings. The government had sent a nation-wide warning. There was
muttering from the guests — “A nuclear attack?”, “Trump’s coming to the wedding?”
“Oxfordshire to be a US state?” All manner of thoughts until the text was read and
discovered to be a warning about extreme heat which unsurprisingly as we were
sat at the wedding breakfast on one of the hottest days of the year, we were already
aware of.
Along and exhausting day and boy were we tired at the end of it all. But our daughter

had never stopped smiling, was marrying the love of her life and somehow, we all
got out of the maze of emotion together and in one piece.

But now the joys of summer wain, the heat a distant memory, the dark ink of night
begins to reassert itself. We move into the world of “A Winters Tale” but with warm
memories to treasure, dark chilly nights or not.
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Benson'’s locall
~ independent
card & gift shop!

Affordable cards and quality
unique gifts for all occasions
and seasons, handmade
chocolate, stationery,
stamps, helium balloons &

e party ware, house ware,
Ecover washing up liquid
© e
refill, jewellery, pocket
@derrysdenbenson

money toys, arts and crafts

.derrysden.co.uk
s = & much more!l!

01491 824152
elisa@derrysden.co.uk

CALLOUT PLUMBING
LEE BECKETT
~ TAPWASHERS & PLUMBING
BOILERS, COOKERS, GASFIRES

CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS
FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS

UNDERFLOOR HEATING
n EMERGENCY REPAIRS
=n 01491614233 or 07773 168120

www.walkinshowerbaths.co.uk

Chapel Lane Hair & Beautym

Hair styling for all the family

Modern and classic, cutting and colouring
Matrix Hair Products

5 Chapel Lane, Benson, Oxon
01491 838931
www.chapellanehairandbeauty.co.uk

S G Locksmith Services
your friendly local locksmith

Lock Opening, Replacement or
Repair o
Key Cutting 4
Emergency Entry
Door Maintenance
Phone: Steve on 07788 595451

33B High Street Benson DX1[I 6RP

01491 9172911

BARBERS «/ BENSON
.« ont at

Zegistered Osteopath
Mr Rohan Iswariah D.O.

An osteopathic approach to
treating patients for wide-ranging
presentations, including Low Back
Pain, Sciatica, Neck Pain and
Headaches, Muscle, Tendon and
Ligament Injuries, Arthritis, Tennis
& Golfers Elbow ~ Treatment for a
variety of Acute & Chronic
Musculoskeletal problems.

Tel: 01491~838866

www.bensonosteopathy.com

Ivy Cottage, Chapel Lane, Benson, Oxon, OX10 6LU.

éo DEVELOPMENTS ’1/

(ESTABLISHED 1967)

SMALL WORKS & MAINTENANCE DEPT
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
i.e. Decor, Gardens, Fencing, Patios,
Walls, Extensions, Repairs
N.H.B.C. Reg.

NORMAN 01491 598718 07879 244851

Fyfield Manor
Bed and Breakfast

* 3 large period rooms *

Double occupancy from £135 - £150 per night
including full breakfast

Single occupancy from £125 - £135 per night
including full breakfast

Reduction for room only on reques;

Mob: 07779 722202
Email chris_fyfield@hotmail.co.uk
www.fyfieldmanor.co.uk
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BELL RINGING IN PERIL

IS BRITAIN'S ANCIENT ART OF BELL RINGING
AT RISK OF DYING OUT?
(AND COULD THIS HAPPEN IN BENSON?)

his was the heading of an article last year in the Daily Telegraph. At the moment

there are about 30,000 ringers in the British Isles but according to the statistics
60% of these are over the age of 60, 25% in the range of 40 -60 and only 15% are
under 40. Clearly this is of concern for the future of bell ringing and here in Benson
the numbers reflect the statistics above.

St Helen’s Church has a fine ring of eight bells which were cast in 1781 by Thos.
Janaway of Chelsea. Two of these bells were recast in 1852 and 1922 but the
remaining six bells are the originals. Thanks to the support of many people and
organisations in the village and various charities the bells were all refurbished and
rehung in a new cast iron frame in 2009.

The bells are normally rung on Sundays at 9am for the 9.30am service and on
Wednesday practice evenings from 7.30 — 9.00pm. We also ring for weddings and
other special occasions

We often have several ringers on Wednesdays and for weddings etc but this relies
heavily on ringers from other towers in the area. However Sundays is a different matter
and you may well notice that we often ring only four or five bells. Understandably
those who help on Wednesdays ring at their own churches on Sundays.

We desperately need new people to learn to ring here in Benson so that we can
continue with this ancient British tradition. Learning to ring is not a quick thing and
takes commitment and time but the rewards are the satisfaction of being able to ring
in time with others as part of a team. We will teach any one from the age of 11 up to
people in their 60s. You do not need to be particularly strong but once learnt a good
sense of rhythm is useful. The only commitment is to regularly attend practices on
Wednesday evenings and on Sunday mornings. You do not have to attend church.
Some ringers do and some don’t. Those who don’t, often consider their ringing as
part of a service to the church and to keep this historic art going.

If you would like to find out more please contact me by telephone 07774 188613 or
email john.tchighi@gmail.com.

Locally the situation is worse. Because of a lack of ringers there is now no regular
ringing in Ewelme, Brightwell Baldwin and Warborough.

PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS ART DIE OUT IN BENSON
John Tchighianoff, Tower Captain

BENSON COMMUNITY WALKS

Benson Community Walkers ready for the off.

They meet every Wednesday at 10am for a walk of
1 or 1.5 hours from the Parish Hall.

Everyone welcome. No charge and no booking required, just turn up.
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SOLDIERS OF OXFORD MUSEUM

Smoking Apples Theatre presents award-winning show “Kinder” at Soldiers of
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock

* A Smoking Apples production aimed at ages 9 - 18 years

»  Tells the story of a Czech-Jewish girl escaping on a ‘Kindertransport’ train in
the 1930s

*  Multi-award-winning show uses inventive table-top puppetry and shadow play

Four shows at Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, 1pm and 7pm Tuesday 20
October and again at 10am and 1pm on Wednesday 21 October 2026

Escaping on a Kindertransport train, one small Czech-Jewish girl embarks on a
mighty adventure. Crossing between the past and present, Babi travels across Europe;
from bon bons in Germany to the smell of the sea in Margate, she discovers how
tiny acts of kindness can change the course of a person’s life.

With natural synergy with the stories told in the museum’s permanent displays,
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock will host four shows this October. The
public show at 7pm, Tuesday 20 October 2026 is open to all, while further showings
are aimed at school and community group bookings, with discounted tickets perfect
for organised trips. These show times are available at 1pm, Tuesday 20 October;
10am, Wednesday 21 October; 1pm, Wednesday 21 October 2026.

Tickets for all show times can be purchased via: sofo.org.uk/?s=smoking+apples

Joyful, moving and poignant, Kinder features beautiful table top puppetry and
cinematic shadow play, as Babi tries to assemble the parts of her broken identity,
to find peace in her future. Kinder is a multi-award winning show, from puppetry
and visual theatre company Smoking Apples. Inviting you to take a seat inside an
immersive set, the story unfolds through a series of playful hatches and openings.

Kinder has been supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts
Council England and Enterprise Arts Trust. The won two OFFIE awards for Theatre
for Young Audiences in 2023, for both Original Music/Sound and Production. Kinder
was also a finalist for the OFFIE award for writing in the same category that year.
Smoking Apple’s production was also the Ettie Award Winner for Best Theatre for
Young Audiences Production in 2023.

Smoking Apples are an award-winning puppetry and visual theatre company. They
] work with complex subject matter to make

bold, visually stunning, enjoyable theatre that
holds being human at the heart of their stories.
Their work includes indoor touring shows,
outdoor and large scale work and outreach/
educational projects. Their productions have
toured nationally and internationally, including
visits to Germany, Czech Republic, Malaysia and
Hong Kong. Their outdoor work and education/
outreach strands have also seen them travel the
UK and abroad, working with some fantastic
partners. These include Applause Rural Touring
27 (Arbor the Tree & Buzz) and the Little Angel

: - = * = 2| Theatre, where they run Spectrum Youth Theatre.
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ROY PASSEY
BUILDERS

Interior and Exterior Builders and Decorators

Ashcroft, High Street,
Benson,
Wallingford,
Oxon. 0X10 6RP

Tel:01491 838797
Mob: 07860 890925

Email: info@roypasseybuilders.co.uk
www.roypasseybuilders.co.uk
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THE BAYEUX TAPESTRY - IN READING

You cannot have avoided
the publicity about this
exhibition in the British Museum.
I am no historian and I have no
new insights to offer about this
wonderful representation of our
history. I leave that to others. But
I know the first tranche of tickets
for the BM has sold out and |
know the intention is to allow
visitors 40 minutes only in front
of the Tapestry. So for those of
you who don’t know, there is a full size replica in Reading Museum. [ have seen the
original in Bayeux but I have seen the replica twice and it is as awe inspiring as the
original, although the confines of space mean that it does go round several corners
to be seen in full. It is well worth a visit if you can’t get tickets for the London
exhibition, and you will no doubt have far longer than 40 minutes to admire it.

In brief, a couple from Staffordshire called Wardle saw the original in Bayeux in
1885. They had the right knowledge and connections and hatched a plan to make
a full size replica “so that England should have a copy of its own”. 35 members
of the Leek Embroidery Society and others undertook the work. The replica was
completed in 1886 and went on tour in England the same year but also went to
USA and Germany. In 1895 it appeared in Reading and eventually a former mayor
offered to buy the replica and gift it to the town.

Kate Hart

BENSON TABLE TENNIS CLUB

he Club has played on Friday evenings for over 40 years. In 2018 we added a

Wednesday afternoon “Over 60s Go-active” session following encouragement
and support from SODC. We moved from the Youth Hall to the first floor of the
Community Hall in 2023, which was a big improvement. The Wednesday session
proved popular and in 2025 we expanded to play on Monday afternoons too.

So now we have three good tables and play on Mondays 2.00 — 4.00, Wednesdays
2.00 — 4.15, and Fridays 7.00 — 8.30 pm. We’re a club for adults, but welcome a
child to come with a parent or guardian. The afternoon sessions are sociable, non-
competitive, and allow for a variety of skills. Table tennis is fun and very good for
people as they get older. New members will be very welcome. Please get in touch
with me if you would like to join in. We charge £3 per session.

The Friday players enjoy playing others at a similar level. If you play the game, the
only way to discover whether you match is to come and play with us one evening.
The normal charge is £6 pre session, but the first is a free trial. Do come and try.

Please get in touch with me John Reid if you would like to join and play at any of
our sessions.

01491 598517 or john.reid9@talktalk.net
8 BB




Toilets, taps, immersions,
showers, leaks and more,
no job too small

Fully insured, free estimates,
ho call out charge

Call Lee 01491 834484/
07981 642688

L B Plumbing

Mallams

Every Tuesday morning
in all salerooms
from 9am - 1pm

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

Free & confidential valuations

on any items you may be
considering selling.

For information on all our
forthcoming auctions visit
www.mallams.co.uk

AUCTIONEERS &
VALUERS SINCE 1788
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MORE REFLECTIONS FROM A VILLAGE ANCIENT

ve no idea what “growing old gracefully” means. All I know is that after 70 years
behind the wheel I felt the time had come to give up driving. My son came along
and drove my dear old Peugeot to the Knackers yard. I was sad to see it go, but so be it.

Then things hit me. No more driving it into Wallingford for the market or for a
haircut. No more driving to my favourite pub, the Red Lion in Chalgrove. No more
this, that or the other. Now I’m dependant on taxis or kind friends.

And then, just that. Andrew drives me weekly to the Millstream Centre. When 1
needed to go the half mile to the dentist Martyn drove me there and back. If my
decaying body needs another visit to the JR a call to the Benson Help Line and a
kind driver will take me there.

In short, Benson is a fantastic community to be old in. It entirely bears out a saying
by Isabel Taylor which I quoted on page 307 of “Benson - A century of change”,
She said “I've lived in Benson all my life and find it still has the same friendly
atmosphere I have always known. There have always been and still are lots of public
spirted people.”

To me the village has never changed - only got bigger. And how right Isabel was;
we are all lucky to be Bensonites - the village is a lovely place to live.

Peter Clarke

FINALLY

inally some recognition of Dennis Bloomfield with a road named in memory of

him "Dennis Bloomfield Way". Some of us in the village that knew him have
been campaigning for this for many years he left a gift of £50,000.00 in his will and
donations to the two churches and many other organisations. Dennis died in 1989 so
you can appreciate back then it was a very generous gift and it has taken this long
to get this recognition. He was our milkman and friend for 30 years never taking
a day off sick or any holidays. This is a fitting tribute to him that will be lasting.

Jackie Spencer

FRIENDS OF EWELME CHURCH

e are excited to announce that The Jumping Fleas (Sam Brown's Ukulele Band)

will be performing on November 14th at 7.30 in Ewelme Church. They played
for us some years ago: the evening was a rousing success and greatly enjoyed by
an audience that filled the church to capacity. Tickets are £15.00, to include a glass
of wine and are available from Ewelme Store and from:

ticketsource.com/friends-of-ewelme-church/sam-brown-and-the-international-

ukulele-band/e-olgypq
LIBRARY OPENING TIMES:
MONDAY: 2pm - 6pm TUESDAY: 9am -12.30pm & 2pm - 5pm

THURSDAY: 2pm - 7pm
FRIDAY: 9am - 12.30pm & 2pm - 5pm SATURDAY: 9.30am - 12.30pm

10 BB



RED KITE LET YOUR FINANCIAL

FUTURE TAKE FLIGHT

Independent bespoke advice on:

Wealth Management Business Financial Advice ESG Investments
Retirement Planning Wills, Trusts and Estate Planning

01491 839528 www.redkitewm.co.uk enquiries@redkitewm.co.uk

Red Kite Wealth Management Lid is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Number 800111.
Registered Office: 21 The Cedars, Benson, Wallingford OX10 6LL. Registered in England and Wales No: 11111845.

| - COULTON
! &‘ PEST ks, Plumbing & Heating
WIZARRS

§ emomem: YOUR LOCAL

RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS PLUMBING & HEATING £

WASPS, MOTHS & ALL INSECTS
DRAIN SURVEYS & PROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN SPECI AI_ISTS

PROMPT SERVICE R ©
MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816 oot el sty i, [IRNIR )
01491833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk heating and aircondtoing servces  { ITIETYTT 3

across our local community.

EXPERTS

Keeping homes a comfortable

BENSON SAWMILLS LTD ke bt il
watlington road Benson i s —
FENCING: LOGS: SLEEPERS © % 0 = :%

995
C LAD D I N G BOILER SERVICING BOILER REPAIRS BOILER INSTALLATIONS | AIR CONDITIONING AIR CONDITIONING
INSTALLATION SERVICING
Keep your system Fast,reliable repairs Expert installations o
o & S 0 0 o running safely to get you back up ¥ y r 3
vith professional long-lasting comfort
HARDWOOD FTWOOD et e et e s

TIMBERS CUT TO ORDER e f
IN YARD MILLING £ B
() info@coultonplumbing.co.uk / Accredited. Qualified. Trusted.
07760994902 or 07798878306 ¥ 3% 4;6 . B
kennywilkinson@btinternet.com 8 www.coultonplumbingco.uk L O .
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A BENSON DIARY

his is September. Tonight

Lo! a ripe sheaf of many golden days Pr(:rsngl.lel\llist‘ilg;ghtteﬁg ﬂ&:

Gleaned by the year in autumn’s harvest ways, more certainly that summer
With here and there, blood tinted as an ember, is over than this flag-waving
Some crimson poppy of a late delight extravaganza of exuberant

Atoning in its splendour for the flight }S](é:tlslh;“ilitsR ;ﬂz iﬁ.ﬁg;gﬁ’

Of summer blooms and joys- without the jam. This year’s
This is September. Prom ﬁvﬂl feature a tribute
to Dolly Parton sometime
(Lucy Maud Montgomery) Queen of Country and Jolene,
and I will always love you
will rule the waves. When I
first watched the Last Night on TV, Sir Malcolm Sergeant in white tie and tails was
king of all he grandly surveyed — mainly students some in racy university scarves
or boasting borrowed boating blazers and young ladies sporting top hats borrowed
from dad. Nothing perhaps can better illustrate the scale of social change my dull
life has witnessed.

But long before this musical
feast was concocted, there had
been signs everywhere that it
is indeed September. Pens and §
paper galore have been all on
special offer and shelves of
shoes, white shirts and navy |
or grey jumpers that compose
school uniform have been in
pride of place in many a shop P&
window. Their seasonal bow J
taken, school’s now back from
summer. It’s sixty glorious
years since my schooldays, but
even from this distant peak I
can clearly remember how long
every school day felt and how it .
seemed that elusive concept of eternity might be encapsulated ina Chrlstmas Term
And here in the village, there are other clear signs of autumn’s debut — mince pies of
course now populate the shelves of supermarkets, and any chocolate or candy treat
is already dressed in pumpkin orange for Halloween, for this great commercial trick
is only two months away.

There are of course other less well-regulated signs of Autumn — full flights of birds
criss-cross our skies — the noisy Canada geese not least. And, as if watching a flight
of wild geese has put an idea into their foliage, leaves wither on the branch for they
too know the time comes when they must leave. The fields are ploughed up here and
there about the village. The ground is still cracked from summer’s drought although

12 BB Continued overleaf...



Dreaming of a new garden?
It’s never too soon to start planning for next year

GARDEN DESIGN AND LANDSCAPING

GARDEN DESIGN LANDSCAPING PLANTING SCHEMES

Free initial consultation. All types of paving, paths, steps, Herbaceous borders.
Bespoke hand-drawn and CAD patios & driveways. Climate-tolerant schemes.
plans. Sustainable, resilient Decking, pergolas & timberwork. Trees, pleaches & hedging.
designs built to last. Natural stone walling &
brickwork.

WATER FEATURES GARDEN CARE & DEVELOPMENT

Naturalistic wildlife ponds. Regular garden maintenance & lawn care.
Contemporary water features. One-off tidy & garden blitz.
Streams, rockeries, waterfalls & bridges. 1 to 1 Garden Coaching & Gardening for
Wellbeing.

Call 01491 280447, email info@greenart.co.ukor visit www.greenart.co.uk
to find out more and book your free consultation

@greenartoxford @green_art_garden_design




A BENSON DIARY (CONTINUED)

we have had bursts of decent rain to mark the end of this longest and hottest of
summers. It has been good walking weather. Fine and warm and an easy tumble from
the car for the dogs. Unfortunately, there’s been quite a lot of foxes out and about and
Finn is particularly susceptible to rolling in the dark temptations they leave behind.

Six months back, Spring’s destiny was manifest in daylight’s crystal clarity. Today
September’s wistful song, plays out in orange sunsets that fall earlier each day.
Stealthy night nibbles away at day’s once expansive realm. And so, with those falling
leaves, night falls upon us, making of us all, in one way or another, its creatures. And
that reminds me how very much I once enjoyed the onset of these shorter days with
the concomitant romance of longer nights. Bars and clubs seemed to hold far more
playful allure in autumn and winter. That’s another thing that age has changed in
me! I’m not a night owl anymore. I don’t really like driving in the dark — although
on out twisting roads it’s easier to spot oncoming traffic in nighttime.

It hasn’t yet been cold nor too wet. The rain was welcome but as the ground is thirs
ty it readily absorbs steadier rainfall. It’s therefore still easy to walk most anywhere
without slipping on mud. But I know the science of meteorology promises us a
record El Nino and that although that usually suggests a mild winter, it also betokens
storms and floods. And hereabouts we are incredibly vulnerable to flood. And floods
also have an appalling impact upon farms all around us. El Nino appears also to
own power to disrupt far more than local services. Government has encouraged us
to stock up on tinned food and even water in case of disruption from storms. Easier
said than done for some living on restricted income.

All our basic root crops and winter greens will reflect the length of summer’s drought.
This again seems to transport me back to the middle 1970s when potatoes and sugar
and toilet paper as I recall went AWOL from supermarket shelves. In Leeds Market
suspicious shoppers were offered such substitutes as sweet potatoes. I learned to
make sweet potato cakes — with green chilli and onion which we had with stuffed
breast of lamb. Impecunious students could not run to a proper Sunday joint.

September ends with the great but now neglected festival of Michaelmas. Michaelmas
is associated with eating goose and duck and blackberries, and as it fell at the end of
harvest, it was also associated with the payment of rents and remains a quarter day
for this purpose. Michaelmas also gives its name to the legal term and was adopted
as the name of the first term of the academic year by Oxford and Cambridge. The
date chosen reflects the dedication of the original basilica to St Michael on 29th
September, a practice that itself reflected a custom from the time of that first great
builder of churches, Constantine the Great. St Michael’s day, together with all
these saints’ days formed a calendar of feasts in the Roman Missal and as Christian
missionaries brought these liturgical books north, the saint’s days were adopted into
local calendars. In due time local saints were added into these calendars creating a
patchwork of traditional celebrations which often spawned local fairs. As with St
Swithun, Michaelmas also possesses meteorological prediction. It is of course for
you to divine its meaning -

"If ducks do slide at Michaelmas, At Christmas they will swim.
If duck do swim at Michaelmas, At Christmas they will slide”

John Murphy
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SNEW

UPHOLSTERY & DESIGN

WE'RE ON
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SARDEN

REUPHOLSTERY - NEW FURNITURE
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS & BLINDS - LOOSE COVERS
SOFT FURNISHINGS - INTERIOR DESIGN ADVICE - AND MORE

Call or email to book your one hour FREE design consultation in our fantastic showroom.

01235 522770 - info@asnew-upholstery.co.uk - www.asnew-upholstery.co.uk
17 Nuffield Way, Abingdon, OX14 1RL
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FROM THE RECTOR

he Hollywood actor Matt Damon tells how the director James Cameron wanted

him to star in his 2009 film, Avatar. As an inducement, Cameron offered Damon
ten per cent of the profits. Damon was at the time working hard on another film, so
he turned Cameron down, thinking not very much of it. But famously, Avatar went
on to be the biggest grossing film of all time — to date, it has raked in over £2 billion
takings. “I will go down in history,” Damon later said. “You will never meet an actor
who turned down more money.”

Not everybody makes mistakes that register in the hundreds of millions of pounds.
Indeed, some are much more serious: they have lasting, damaging consequences for
other people. I suspect every one of us has a catalogue of things we wish we hadn’t
said or done, or regrets that weigh on us more heavily than even Matt Damon’s
casting choices weigh on him.

The very strange (and very good news) of Christianity is that these bad choices we
have made can be forgiven by God, and we can be entirely free from them.

I’ll write that again, because it can be easy to misunderstand what God in Jesus
Christ offers us. It can be easy to presume that God is asking us to reason with him,
and that he will forgive us only if we do something good in atonement for our sins,
or only if we undergo a particular punishment for them that means they can be
wiped off our ledger. But actually, Jesus Christ came and lived and died so that he
could make the atonement for our sins; so that he could take the blame for all our
wrongdoing when he died on the cross; the atonement and the punishment our sins
and bad choices necessitate has already been done!

Which leaves us without the burden of having to persuade God to forgive us; the
sins we have committed, the bad choices we have made, can simply be forgiven, and
you and I can be entirely free from them, with no further questions or conditions.
All we have to do is ask.

I wonder, what’s the biggest mistake you have ever made? What’s the secret regret
that eats away at your heart, the burden of guilt you still carry deep down in your
soul? Whatever it is: bring it to God. Pray to him, saying, “Father, I am sorry for
this; forgive me through your Son Jesus Christ’s blood.” Then, come and give thanks
to him by worshipping him in church — with the rest of us who are bowled over by
this extraordinary free gift of complete forgiveness God offers us.

Because we have been set free from all that we have done wrong. Jesus has dealt with

it by dying for us and rising again for us. All we need do is ask, and our heavenly
Father will forgive us, completely, and with joy.

Sunday services at St Helen's, Benson take place every week at 9.30am. In
addition, 4 O’Clock Church (especially suitable for younger families) meets at
4pm on Sunday 4th October; and Sanctuary, a service of praise and worship,
gathers at 6pm on Sunday 19th October.

Sunday services at St Mary’s, Ewelme, take place at 11 o'clock every Sunday.
PLEASE DO JOIN US!
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Clive Parker

Painting and Decorating
40 years experience
Fully qualified and insured
T: 01865 400945 - 07715 627072

E: clivegrahamparker@hotmail.com

Taking Care Of Your Garden

Would you like a complete or part
Garden Design
Or an individual & uplifting
Planting Plan

& implementation

Or regular care of your garden with

LR Garden Maintenance

Tel 07796 320 926
sharon@dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk
www.dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved

B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
B Internet - blackspots cured, internal & external data cables
B TV's-hung on your wall or set up & tuned

&= OXFORD AERTALS

Call-Wallingford-01491-833282

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk-— shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

TREE 'p
 FELLING Q

+ PRUNING “\
* THINNING

HEDGE TRIMMING O
STUMP GRINDING
LANDSCAPING Z
FENCING m

07889 881525
quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.com
www.firstclasstreesurgeons.com

IMPROVE YOUR

Wi-F

High quality Wi-Fi extenders & cabling

Make your Wi-Fi as good throughout your
and garden office as it is next to your routs

FREE SURVEYS

CALL SHAUN GUARD
01491833282

FORD AERIALS

I ' PAINTING & DECORATING
(NTERIOR & EXTERIOR)
Max Wilkinson
Decorating &
Property Maintenance
+447930 654287

MW DECORATING &
PROPERTYMA INTENA NCE

MWDECORA TING_MA INTENANCE

PLASTERNG
FENCING
RE-POINTING (BRICK & STONE)

PLUSMUCH MORE

SHOE ENGRAVING KEY
REPAIRS CUTTING

7~ FEET FIRST =

21 St Mary’s Street, Wallingford
Tel: 01491 825224

WATCHSTRAPS
BATTERIES

STITCHING
REPAIRS

TRAVEL GOODS
LUGGAGE

IRussIT :)
Computer !
Problems ?

Computer Repairs, Virus Removal,
Computer Lessons for Beginners,
Set up Email, Broadband,
Wired & Wireless Networking
Call Russell on -

01491 838727 or 07770 934677
Email: russell@russit.co.uk
http:/russit.co.uk




THE BENSINGTON SOCIETY

4 CNOW, of course, we have a hosepipe ban ....... Sound familiar? The opening

line of my 2nd paragraph of my October 2025 piece. However this year,

following the ‘glorious Summer’ (at least for the children if not for the gardeners),
it somehow seems more justified.

I wonder what happened to the idea of transferring water from the over-endowed
north’ of the country to the under-endowed ‘south’ using the canal systems.

Back to reality. By the time you have read this we will have had our first meeting
of the Autumn season and, for those that attended, found out just what was ‘The
Greatest Story Ever Told’ — sounds fascinating.

The season will continue on the 30th of October, when we will have a talk, given by
Edwina Johnson entitled ‘Three Wayward Women and Wallingford Castle’. I can’t
say that I have knowingly ever met a “wayward woman” so meeting 3 in one night
sounds quite daunting.

As I am writing this in mid-September, to meet the Bulletin’s copy deadline, I cannot
comment on the talk or the short General Meeting on the 25th September other than
to say that I hope the proposals were well received and approved. As President, I
was part of the small sub-committee that did the work to produce the proposals and
so know how much detailed work went into producing them. Although it was a
team effort I would draw members’ attention to the extraordinary work put in by our
Secretary, Ann Wright, both in volume and detailed content. The Society is in her debt.

David McGill

13

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

11 the current Officers and members of the Benson Branch
Committee have served long periods, and the Branch now
THE ROYAL BRITISH needs to bring new members to the committee to maintain the
LEGION running of the Branch. In addition, recent National RBL changes
in the management of Branch Officers and Committees leave
Benson and District Branch in a position requiring the election
of a new Branch Chair as soon as possible as [ have reached a
point where I am technically ineligible to continue in the role
having served for many years and am well over the limit of 10
years in a Chair’s role. Also, if we going to remain as an RBL
Branch we need additional Committee Members so that we can
rotate the Officer roles for the Branch to keep us fresh with new Members and to
help with the running and decisions needed.

We also need to recruit a new Poppy Appeal Organiser (PAO) and ideally a Deputy
PAO to run the Benson Poppy Appeal as Jean and I, the current PAO’s are giving
up the role at the end of 2026. I should note that PAO’s do not necessarily need
to be a Member of the RBL or a Branch as although the role can be affiliated to a
Branch it is not a requirement.
Pete Eldridge
Chair of the Benson and District Branch of the Royal British Legion
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The Acupuncture Barn

British
Acupuncture
Council Member

acupuncture.org.uk
COSMETIC

Q@ ssziion
Acupuncture for Families
Traditional & Cosmetic
Moxa and Cupping
Chinese Medicine
5-Element Treatment

Licenced Treatment Room:
High Street, Chalgrove
OX44 75T

acupuncturebarn.co.uk
07879 403800

Foot Health Services
James Booth

BSc (hons) MCFHP MAFHP
Registered Foot Health Professional

07531657983

Feetfirstfoothealthltd@gmail.com

Please get in touch to book your Home Visit.

Services offered:
Cut and File of Nails - Thick Fungal Nails & Skin
- Corns & Calluses - Verrucae - Ingrown Toe Nails
- Diabetic Foot Care

ADVANCED PEST
CONTROL SERVICE

EsTABLISHED 1970

HOUSEHOLD
GARDEN & FARM _;
PESTS 38

MOLES. MICE, RATS, RABBITS,
WASPS AND ALL OTHER INSECTS

DEALT WITH
PROMPTLY

CALL LEE CARRINGTON

TeL: 01491 835610
MosiLE: 07970 010214

The Landscape Group Oxford
GARDEN, GROUNDS & PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Based in Stadhampton we deliver:

° Garden and Grounds Maintenance, including autumn/
winter tidying, pruning & mulching

L] Fencing, Turfing, Lawn Repairs
[ ] Hedge Cutting and Tree Work
® Drives, Patios and Landscaping
o House and Garden Clearance

[ ] Property Maintenance, inside & out
Give your garden a Spring Clean!

£10 million Public Liability Insurance. Safecontractor
Accredited. NPTC & Lantra Qualified.




FOBL AUTHOR TALKS - NICK MYLNE

Friends of Benson Library
presents their

Fifth Author Talk of 2026.

FOBL are delighted to welcome
the writer

NICK MYLNE
To BENSON LIBRARY oN

7.30.

7 Tickets are £5 to include a
the riveting revelations of glaSS of wine.

an international helicopter pilot .
Tickets from
SIL CK 1L LN E francesmswann@gmail.com

This funny and highly entertaining book allows the reader to make brief and
joyous visits to Jamaica, Syria, Iran, Germany, Yemen, the North Sea, Sweden,
and Saudi Arabia. Highly experienced helicopter pilot Nick Mylne dazzles and

entertains with his recollections of his professional life in a spin.

Nick is writing a second book entitled “Loose Ends”. He intends to introduce
you all to this second work to seek your advice as to the appeal its content.

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

e’re looking forward to this year’s Christmas Tree Festival, at St Helen’s Church

from 27-30 November. A short opening service at 5 pm on Friday 27th marks
the beginning of the Festival and is timed to flow into the village Christmas Lights
at Bob’s Corner. Our theme for this year is ‘Christmas around the world,” and we’re
sure that there will be the usual variety of trees reflecting the creativity of our local
community. Bookings for the Festival are already coming in; a few additional spaces
may be available for local groups and organisations that haven’t previously taken
part. To find out more, contact sthelensevents@bensonandewelmechurches.co.uk

THE BENSON SHED

Many of you will remember the fun and festive
concert given by Wantage Concert Brass Band
and Benson Community Shed last year. We’re

delighted that this year there will be another Christmas

B e n S h e d concert on Saturday evening 12th December in the
Parish Hall. There will be mulled wine and other

make - share - belong refreshments, and a raffle of course. Various items
made by BenShed — including Christmas decorations — will also be for sale. We
are raising money for BenShed, which opened earlier this year in Benson, and also
for the Wantage Band. Tickets will be available from the beginning of November
from BenShed (and other outlets) benshed.org.uk or email info@benshed.org.uk
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Gather the gang and get competitive!

Friday 20th November 2026 £10 per ticket

7 for 7-30prh profits to FOBL
Benson Parish Hall
Licensed Bar

Bring Your Own Food

*Sponsored Raffle*
*Prize for the winning team*

to book please email
francesmswann@gmail.com




A JOURNEY
THROUGH
CHOLSEY’S

WPAST o

16TH OCTOBER » 7:30 PM

CHOLSEY PAVILION

HISTORICAL MUSIC BY
THREE PRESSED MEN

£5.00 - CASH OR CARD AT THE DOOR
INTERVAL REFRESHMENTS INCLUDED




BOOK SALE

The North Moreton Book Sale will be on October 31st in North Moreton Church,
from 10am until 3pm. Thousands of books will be on sale, with all proceeds going
to support the village hall and church. Tea, coffee and home-made cakes will be
available. Free entry and car parking. Donations of spare books are always welcome.
Email northmoretonbooksale@gmail.com or call 01235 818900 or 07908314771
if you have any books to give, and the organisers will happily collect them.

CHOLSEY REPAIR CAFE

The Repair Café will be back on Saturday 21st November at Cholsey Pavilion,
between 10.00 and 12.45. Volunteers will be there to help you attempt repairs to
a wide range of household items, bikes, gardening equipment and electrical goods
(white goods excepted). No charge is made but if you care to make a donation, it
helps cover operating expenses. You can see more at cholseyrepaircafe.com or
email: repaircafe@cholsey.com.

BENSON LIBRARY
REGULAR EVENTS

Rhymetime: 1st and 2nd Tuesday plus last 2 Fridays of the month
10am -10.30am followed by coffee morning
Knit and Natter: 2pm - 4pm 1st Tuesday of the month
Carers Coffee Morning: 10.30am - 12 noon 1st Thursday of the month
Family History Group: 6pm - 7pm 2nd Thursday of the month
Gadget and IT Support: 2pm - 4pm Last Tuesday of the month
For more information please call 01491 838474

oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

X @oxonlibraries - Facebook: Oxfordshire Libraries

, Benson BUL.LETIN DEADLIN.ES
/ Volunteer Copy: 12th of month previous
oluntee 500 Word Limit Please

~w  Helpline
For assistance
with travel to and

EMAIL your LETTERS/ARTICLES
to bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk

from medical ADVERTISING
appointments To advertise in BB contact

Office open Mon-Fri 9-11am the Editor at

Call 01491 825992 bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk
To ask for help or to volunteer
Out of hours contact: THE VILLAGE DIARY
Albert Bevan: Can be found at bensonbulletin.co.uk
01491 282868 or 07758 746676 At: Village Information/Events
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BENSON & EWELME BOOKS

The story of
Ewelme
Watercress Beds

by John Legh. Updated by Linda Chilcot,
Tor eoff Wat

m Stevenson an

BENSON

A CENTURY OF CHANGE: 1900-2000

;
!!! i :

and b’ridges

A look back at life on the Upper Thames
seen from Wallingford and Benson

Kate Tiller
John Dalton

“A Village Through Its History”

You can buy some of these
Glimpses of an | Books at:

Oxfordshire bensington-society.com
Village Others directly from John

el Dalton, Peter Clarke or Tom

: Stevenson, or at Derry’s Den

where some can be bought
but not all. And some can

be found on Amazon.

LANDMARK
IN TIME

—————— The world of the

WAR MEMORIAL
AND GRAVES

With revised introduction 202

“Landmark in Time” is available
at Wallingford Bookshop on Amazon and from
peteradamsonwriting.com
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VILLAGE INFORMATION
BENSON POST OFFICE: BENSON PARISH HALL PAVILION

Opening Hours: Tuesday 9.30 - 12.30 & 13.00 - 16.00 / Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 - 12.30

BENSON LIBRARY: Opening Times: Mon 2pm - 6pm / Tues 9 - 12.30pm &
2pm - 5pm / Thurs 2pm - 7pm / Fri 9 -12.30pm & 2pm - 5pm / Sat 9.30 -12.30.
BENSON MILLSTREAM CENTRE: open Mon, Wed, Fri 11.30-1.30pm

for lunch, drop in coffee morning ‘Millstream Mugs’ Tuesdays 11-12pm. Hire of
the centre for events contact bensonmillstreamcentre@gmail.com or phone 01491

834889 SHOP OPENING TIMES

BENSON CO-OP: 7am-10pm - 7 Days A Week --- CHEMIST: Mon - Fri: 9am-5.30pm / Sat:
9am - 12.30pm -- DERRY’S DEN: Sun & Mon Closed - Tues-Fri: 9.30am-4pm / Saturday 9am-
4pm --- BARBERS OF BENSON: Tues/Weds: 9am - 5.30pm / Thurs: 9am - 7pm / Fri: 9am
- 5.30pm/ Sat: 8.30am - 4pm - Closed Sun & Monday --- CHAPEL LANE HAIR & BEAUTY:
Sun & Mon - Closed: Tues, Weds & Thurs: 8 - 5.30pm / Fri: 9 - 5.30pm / Sat: 8am - 1pm.

CHURCH INFORMATION
ST HELEN'S : Rev Dr Patrick Gilday: rector@bensonandewelmechurches.co.uk - 01491
838535 / Rev Marion Harrison: marion.harrison@bensonandewelmechurches.
co.uk; 07555 352796 bensonandewelmechurches.co.uk / sthelensevents@
bensonandewelmechurches.co.uk
ST BIRINUS (CATHOLIC); DORCHESTER Fr. John Osman: 01865 340417.
ST HELEN'S BERRICK SALOME Fr Michael Lakey / Churchwarden: 01865 890915.
ST LAWRENCE WARBOROUGH: Revd. Lisa Morgan 07424689574 revlisamorgan@
gmail.com WALLINGFORD BAPTIST: pastorsimonwbc@ymail.com wallingfordbaptist.
co.uk --- 01491 839904. WALLINGFORD METHODIST: revbrucet@yahoo.co.uk

01235 813242 wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk  WALLINGFORD QUAKERS
midthamesquakers.org.uk/wallingford-meeting/

RIDGEWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH 01491 832718 ridgewaycommunity.church

BENSON PARISH HALLS

PARISH OFFICE: 01491 825038 OFFICE OPEN MON TO FRI: 0930 - 1230
ACTIVITIES: SHORT MAT BOWLS: MON 1.30 - 3.30 FOR THURS TIMES SEE DIARY
BADMINTON: MON 8-10PM / BINGO TUES 7 - 9PM / FLOODLIT TENNIS THURS: 7.00PM.

COMMUNITY HALL: TABLE TENNIS FRI: 8-10 PM - OVER 60'S WEDS: 2-4.15 PM

TO HIRE THE PARISH OR COMMUNITY HALL TEL: 01491 825038

MILLSTREAM PILATES TUESDAY 09.30- 10.30 & 10.45.11.45. WEDNESDAY 18.15 -
19.15 & 19.30 - 20.30. THURSDAY 09.30 & 10.45 & 18.30 - 19.30.

CANONS’ ROOM HIRE

For information contact: achurchnearyou.com/benson-st-helen/ or ring 07952 877267
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OCTOBER EVENTS

EVERY TUESDAY - 10.30-12pm COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING Millstream Centre
EVERY WEDNESDAY - COMMUNITY WALK 10am Parish Hall
EVERY 1st THURSDAY OF MONTH Carers Coffee Morning: 10.30am - 12 - Library

OCTOBER

3/ Open Day Corn Exchange 10 - 2
9/ Henley Stamp Club Bix Parish Hall 7.30

16/ Journey Through Cholsey's Past - Pavilion 7.30
18/ Benson Antique Fair Parish Hall 9am - 3pm

28/ Benson WI 23rd 2pm Parish Hall

25/ Henley Stamp Club Bix Parish Hall 7.30

30/ Bensington Society 7.30 Parish Hall

' YOU

31/ North Moreton Book Fair 10 - 3 North Moreton Church LIBR ARY

Please send all Diary information to: diary@bensonbulletin.co.uk

FULL DETAILS Of Upcoming Events
Please Go To: bensonbulletin.co.uk - “Village Information/Events”

About The Benson Bulletin
bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk Est. 1994

The Benson Bulletin is published by The Benson Bulletin
News CIC, and delivered free to all households in Benson,
Roke, Rokemarsh, Berrick Salome and Ewelme. Matetial
published in The Benson Bulletin is copyright, but the
Editor may grant permission for reproduction upon
request. The Editor and publishers make every effort
to ensure the accuracy of printed information and can
accept no responsibility for either the consequences of
errors which may occur or for any product or services
advertised. Neither are the opinions published in The
Benson Bulletin necessarily those of the Editor or The
Benson Bulletin C.I.C The Editor is pleased to receive
material for publication, but reserves the right to shorten,
clarify or reject it at his discretion. Copy may be submitted
via e-mail to bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk.
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BB’s Deadlines
Copy: 12 of month previous

500 Words Maximum
Advertising: 12 of month

BBN C.I.C. Directors

Chair: Sandie Griffith 07957 867065
Treasurer: Les Gardner 833300
Distribution: Anna Pelly-Fry 07766 516256
Secretary: Kate Hart 838689
Advertising: Christopher Swann 200965

Editor: Christopher Swann
bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk
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Benson Mlllstream Centre

Benson Millstream Centre is a community hub in the heart
of Benson.

We open three times a week serving hot lunches to elderly

members of the community Mon, Wed, & Fri.

Transport is available to and from the Centre and we can
deliver meals to those unable to join us. You will find a
warm friendly welcome, activities, speakers, music & trips.

-
@
-
[ 4

Join Millstream Mugs for coffee morning every Tuesday
morning from 10.30am-midday. All welcome.

You can hire the Centre, it's a large versatile space with
two kitchens and a lovely courtyard garden.

Our website is www.bensonmillstreamcentre.org or contact
us by email at bensonmillstreamcentre@gmail.com or
phone

01491 834889. You can also find us on social media
@bensonmillstreamcentre
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A BENSON WINNER

Local salon owner Hailey Golby, founder
of HC Beauty & Aesthetics in Benson and
Didcot, is celebrating after winning Bronze for
Best Beauty Salon at this year’s prestigious UK
Hair & Beauty Awards.

The achievement placed HC Beauty &
Aesthetics within the top 0.1% of entrants
nationwide and marks a major milestone for
Hailey and the business.

Hailey said she was incredibly proud of the
recognition and grateful for the continued
support of clients and the local community.

The awards evening also gave Hailey the
opportunity to meet and spend time with
leading figures from across the beauty and
entertainment industries, making the occasion
even more memorable.

ur charlty passed a significant mllestone today. We took four trikes to Benson
House Care Home and took residents out for a wellbeing trike ride to Benson

village and Howbery park.

Wellbeing team member Lauren accompanied us and made sure all the passengers
were comfortable. We visited the strange clock at Benson church, the lovely barns
at Battle Farm, the Linden tree avenue in Howbery Park, and a grand finale to Pierre
le Vin wineshop. A truly great time was had by all.

Mick Heath MBE - 07712 524874 - cwaoxfordshire.org.uk/

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES
Tuesday 9.30 - 12.30 & 13.00 - 16.00 Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 - 12.30
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BENSON

. TREE
) SERVICES

V.

Professional Tree Surgery
& Grounds Maintenance

o Tree Felling & Dismantling

® 07824 628875

@ info@bensontreeservices.com 0 e e

Hedge Cutting &
Hedge Reductions

Q Stump Grinding

Q Deadwood Removal &
Tree Safety Inspections

° Storm Damage &
Emergency Tree Work

0 Site Clearance &
Grounds Maintenance

° Friendly, Reliable
% Local Service

SERVING BENSON, WALLINGFORD, WATLINGTON

AND THE SURROUNDING SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGES

]

M.PRINCE
BUILDER

New Builds
Brickwork
Patios

Extensions
Alterations
Driveways

07766 078l18

matp43@googlemail.com

GROUP GA

ELECTRICAL i MECHANICAL -
9 p e

RENEWABLE ‘5 SMALLWORKS 4 g
= N

6 SECURITY

SMART BUILDING ﬁ MAINTENANCE dvl.h

FIRE

01491 835875

RECEPTION@GROUPGA.CO.UK

(®)  UNITH, MOSES WINTER WAY,
WALLINGFORD OX10 SFE

ANTIQUE & MODERN

FURNITURE RESTORATION

Any carpentry work undertaken,
doors and wooden floors fitted,
kitchen refurbishment specialist

&
BROSH LN TIME

decorating services
interior and exterior  \_

paper hanging |
H4

coving
home maintenance
phone James (Chalgrove)
01865 890436 / 07796 966123

BB
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CORN EXCHANGE VOLUNTEER OPEN DAY

he Corn Exchange in Wallingford is holding a Volunteer Open Day on Saturday 3

October from 10.00am to 2.00pm. This is your chance to see what goes on behind
the scenes at the Corn Exchange - both the cinema and theatre. Free guided tours
are available and their volunteers will be on hand to chat you through the myriad of
volunteer roles available. These include:

Front of house managers - Box office - Bar staff - Ushers - Lighting and
sound crew - Stage management - Projectionists - Set design & painting - Set
construction - Acting (we do four plays and panto each year) - Directing -
Producing - Costumes - Props/Set dressing

Plus many other vital behind the scenes roles covering accountancy, HR, marketing,
website, building maintenance and health & safety. So, come along on 3 October to
see for yourself. No need to book, just turn up on the day!

Nicola Webb
07739 407259

VOLUNTEER AT CITIZENS ADVICE

JOIN OUR FRIENDLY TEAM AT CITIZENS ADVICE!

Are you seeking a new challenge, and want to contribute something positive to
your community? Citizens Advice Oxfordshire is looking for dedicated and
compassionate volunteer advisers to work in our offices.

Citizens Advice gives people the knowledge and confidence they need to find their
way forward - whoever they are and whatever their problem. Our volunteers play a
vital role, ensuring that people receive the advice and support they need.

A Citizens Advice volunteer recently commented on the way many clients are
transformed after benefitting from the close attention and help of an adviser. Lewis
told the Henley Standard: “There are problems that seem insurmountable to those
experiencing them, but we break down those seemingly impenetrable problems into
manageable steps, providing a route out of despair. This process has a profound
impact on the resilience and happiness of our clients.”

What kind of basic skills will you need to volunteer with us? You will need to be
confident with computers and have a both a willingness to learn and a positive
desire to help people. In the course of your volunteering you’ll learn new skills and
meet new people, helping clients with problems in the areas of debt management,
benefits, employment, housing and relationships (no prior knowledge necessary).
After extensive training you will be giving confidential advice to clients, mainly on
the telephone at first, and then later by emails, in person or by using webchat.

We would like you to be available for two sessions per week, either mornings or
afternoons or for a whole day. We offer a rewarding, flexible and supportive working
environment.

If you would like to discuss these volunteering roles, please email:
volunteer-recruitment@caox.org.uk
and one of our staff will contact you.
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Blake's your local pet shop

* Nutritional
Advice

* Great Parking

* Vast Range

* Loyalty Scheme
* lLocal Delivsries
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OPEN 9am-5pm Mon to Sat
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STOCK
MANAGEMENT Open 6 days a week

10am - 5pm Tuesday to Sunday
n e: andy@purelyplants.co.uk
; . 01491 833 831
www.npdesignprint.co.uk w: www.purelyplants.co.uk

01491 824827 Purely Plants Nursery, 142a Wantage Road,
sales@npdesignprint.co.uk Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 OLU
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BENSON PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE

DATES FOR THE DIARY

he Benson Remembrance Parade will take place on Sunday 8th November. This is
a special and proud day for Benson and requires a great deal of careful planning.
We are looking for volunteers to help marshal road closures on the morning of the
parade. The role involves approximately an hour and a half of your time, and a full
briefing will be provided. If you can help, please email comms@bensonpc.org.uk.

The elves are already hard at work preparing Benson's Christmas Extravaganza.
Save the date: Friday 27th November!

OUR NEW STAFF MEMBER

e're delighted to welcome Zoe McLauchlan to the Parish Council team as

Operations Officer and Assistant Parish Clerk. This is an excellent opportunity
to take stock of our facilities and services, so if you have any feedback regarding
the halls or allotments, Zoe would be pleased to hear from you on halls@bensonpc.
org.uk

ROAD CLOSURES

lease continue to keep an eye on local Facebook groups, the parish council
website and Causeway one.network (https://one.network/en-gb) for details of
road closures and traffic management information.

VILLAGE LITTER PICK

A village litter pick will take place on Sunday 11th October. Once again, our thanks

o to local resident Abi Turner, who is coordinating the event. We have litter
grabbers, bags and gloves available to lend to anyone who would like to get involved.
If you would like to join the litter-picking WhatsApp group, please message Abi
on 07530 427320.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

F ollowing the recent government announcement that Oxfordshire would be split
into three new unitary authorities, one in the north, one in the south including
West Berkshire, and a Greater Oxford authority covering the city and surrounding
green belt, the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government,
Angela Rayner, has announced that the decision has been paused pending a review.
We will keep residents updated as further information becomes available.

PROJECT UPDATE

e have chosen Mackenzie-Wheeler as the architects for the youth hub project.

They are busy surveying the area and drawing up draft designs which we will
share with you shortly. Please check our projects page on the website where you
can find out the latest on all of the council projects Council Projects.

LIBRARY OPENING TIMES:
MONDAY: 2pm - 6pm TUESDAY: 9am -12.30pm & 2pm - 5pm
THURSDAY: 2pm - 7pm
FRIDAY: 9am - 12.30pm & 2pm - 5pm SATURDAY: 9.30am - 12.30pm
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BENSON GARAGE

xL

x

MOT’ s, Servicing and Repairs

High Street
Benson
Phone: 01491 838333
email: info@bensongarage.co.uk
www.bensongarage.co.uk

MOT & Preparation Clutch Replacement
Car Repairs Batteries

Car Servicing Shock Absorbers
Tyre Supply & Fitting Engine Repairs
Welding Vehicle Diagnostics
Parts Sales

MOT TESTING STATION

Approved MOT Testing
Station

WE PROVIDE A FULL RANGE OF GARAGE SERVICES TO THE AREA

‘Providing Quality Customer Care’

- /MILLSTREAM Larkmead -1~
& PILATES vers X

Proudly Independent

nnnnnnnnnnn

PILATES CLASSES
15 classes to choose from across
BENSON, DORCHESTER AND LIVESTREAM

121 PRIVATE MAT AND REFORMER SESSIONS
Specialising in Low Back Pain Programs,
Personalised Programs, Bone Health, Parkinsons

Disease, Sports Rehab, Pre and Post Natal. (
Caring for your pets
QUALIFICATIONS 24-hours a day
10 Years BCP level 3 diploma certified teacher and
Low Back Pain Practitioner. Full details of additional -

qualifications available on www.millstreampilates.co.uk {© 07360277998
01491 651379 Cholsey & Benson

, 01235 633820 Wantage
To book contact Claire on 07801 298 978 01235 814991 Didcot, GWP & SC

claire@millstreampilates.co.uk
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Didcot | Great Western Park | Sutton Courtenay




SODC UPDATE

South Oxfordshire

Andrea Powell
&
Sue Cooper

Listening Learning Leading

PLANNING SYSTEM CHANGES ON THEIR WAY!

he UK Government has set an ambitious target of delivering 1.5 million new
homes in its first term. In order to achieve this target, which many believe is rather
optimistic, the government has determined that wholesale changes are needed to the
national planning system, to “unlock” development and remove obstacles to building.

It’s important to stress that planning is, by and large, driven by legislation and policy;
councils and councillors cannot block developments for political expediency or just
because they (or the local community) don’t like what is being proposed. Ifa local
planning authority (in our case South Oxfordshire District Council) is deemed not
to be delivering enough housing to meet the targets set for it by the government,
then the balance tips in favour of development and speculative (i.e. unplanned)
applications may be successful.

In August this year the government published the new National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), which is the regulatory framework which determines how
many houses must be built, where and with what protections for the countryside and
nature. It sets national standards which are then supplemented by local district-wide
policies and site allocations, which are set out in the Local Plan, and by hyper-local
policies in the Neighbourhood Plan. Planning is thus a hierarchical process and
planning officers must take all levels of the hierarchy into account when reaching
their decisions.

THE NEW NPPF IS AVAILABLE TO READ ON THE GOVERNMENT WEBSITE,
BUT IT'S 130 PAGES LONG, SO SOME KEY HIGHLIGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

»  Itexplains how to go about identifying sites for the different types of development;

» It requires local authorities to work collaboratively with other authorities in
their area (e.g. to provide housing for a city like Oxford which has constraints
on building);

» It states that contributions should be agreed with developers to mitigate the
impact of house building;

» It defines cases where building outside a settlement may be acceptable;

» It states that planning authorities may not require developers to meet standards
which go above and beyond national building standards (e.g. on energy
efficiency);

»  Itrequires that sustainable and active travel infrastructure be prioritised to reduce
carbon emissions;
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Caroline Kinash ARBOCARE
Physiotherapy TREE SURGERY LTD

. . 7 Qualified and Experienced Arborists
A re y0 U I n p a l n . . Established.over 25 years
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* It changes the method used to calculate housing targets across the country,
which takes into account current housing stock and affordability (and which
will increase the targets set for this part of Oxfordshire);

* It defines the difference between Green Belt and Grey Belt in order to protect
the former and encourage development of the latter.

All planning applications must now be considered within the context of this new
NPPF.

Changes to how planning application are determined

In addition to the new NPPF, the government is issuing a new “National Scheme
of Delegation” on 31st October 2026 which will change the decision-making
process for planning applications. The new scheme, established via the Planning and
Infrastructure Act 2025 and secondary legislation, strips England's local authorities
of setting individual delegation rules, replacing them with a mandatory two-tier
system (Schedule 1 and Schedule 2) that shifts minor decisions to planning officers
and caps committee sizes at 13 members.

What does this mean in effect? Your local representative will lose the ability to “call
in” a planning application for determination by the planning committee and serious
objections from parish councils will no longer trigger this same process. Local
knowledge and community sentiment will play no role in decision-making and
officers will determine all applications up to nine dwellings. Any larger applications
will also default to the planning officers for determination unless there are specific
reasons why they should be submitted to the planning committee.

The aim of this new scheme of delegation is to ensure that decision-making is faster
and more nationally consistent, but we are deeply concerned that the removal of
local call-in powers and the weakening of the Planning Committee will lead to
inappropriate and unsustainable applications being approved without the opportunity
for local objections to be heard.

In a nutshell, it’s a time of significant change for planning across England and it will
take some time for us all to get used to the new approach. It is already the case that
any application for more than 150 dwellings is automatically referred to the Secretary
of State if the local planning authority is intending to refuse permission, so we have
already lost local control over the larger (and often speculative) applications that we
see regularly in this part of the country. It remains to be seen if the changes stimulate
more home building or if they have actually focused on the wrong problem, which
is the lack of genuinely affordable social housing.

We have a special meeting of full Council on 24th September to make the necessary
changes to our constitution for all this. From a local point of view it makes it more
important than ever that individuals send in their comments on planning applications
directly to the SODC planning department and to Benson Parish Council to inform
their consultation responses. So keep your eyes open for planning notices on sites
around the village!

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
The Government has paused this so local changes to transform SODC into part
of Ridgeway Council are on hold. More when we know more!
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A Venue For All Occasions
MOULSFORD PAVILION

Discover more and book online:
Moulsford Pavilion.co.uk

Support We Provide THE

Helping you or someone you care
about live independently, B I N N B l ] I / I I / I I q
confidently and connected to the

community with support from our
small, trusted team of three.

COMPANION CO If you wish to advertise

P) * Everyday Support

" etp with household it in this space
. Acco[npanying you to GP/hospital
. :Z:’r’r:’;;::i“;?;i‘p&Connection please contaCt
* Technology help . .
W cresses “ Regularcheshiins, the Editor of the Bulletin at

@ companioncoteam@gmail.com

bb.editor@hotmail.co.uk

Howard Chadwick Funeral Service
A life well remembered lives on

Established 1991

Howard Chadwick Funeral Serviceare here to support
and guide you. Caring for families of all faiths since 1991in
Oxfordshire and the surrounding areas.

Our experienced and friendly team are available24 hours
aday by telephone or you can arrange a home visit.

+24 Hour Service +Floral Tributes
+Bereavement Advice *Mem orial Masonry

* Transparent Pricing *Hom e Visits

+ Private Chapel of Rest »Prepaid funeral plans

Oxfordshire
01491 825222

33 Benson Lane, OX108ED

chadwicksfuneralservice.com
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FROM OUR MP

R e T A PP B In August, following a short
b b eyt e“é‘ © "1 | Land much needed break from
. dka politics with a family holiday

to Austria, I returned to work
refreshed and full of energy to
start my Summer Tour, which
was a chance to get out to parts
of the constituency I hadn't
| managed to visit during the year.
| I thoroughly enjoyed visiting all
- | corners of the constituency, and
am hugely grateful to everyone
who came to meet with me in
Stanton St John, Forest Hill,
Warborough, Little Milton, Stoke Row, Checkendon, Kingston Blount, Sydenham,
South Stoke and Whitchurch-on-Thames. We got through nearly sixty appointments
and had very informative meetings with parish, district and county councillors in
each location. Whilst Westminster took a break over the Summer, I continued to
scribe letters to ensure that ministers had a full post bag to return back to; I penned
a letter to stick up for parents with young children at UK borders who need to wait
the longest of anyone to pass checks and wrote again to the Government (but this
time the new Secretary of State Angela Eagle) on Marsh Lock Bridge in Henley.

I attended an August summit in Watlington with the Parish Council and top brass
from the County Council, to ensure that the Watlington Relief Road stays on track.

I was thrilled to hear the news over the Summer that a banking hub has been secured
for Henley — access to banking services is vital for our local towns - I met with Thame
Town Council to discuss getting one secured for Thame now too and have submitted
a joint request from myself and the Town Council to LINK (the responsible body)
to assess the town again

On local issues, I met with the Ministry of Defence this week about RAF Benson
School; I'm keen to ensure that the school is adequately resourced in the interim
period before the launch of the new helicopter fleet.

My Summer Tour surgeries were a real highlight of the Summer for me and I'm keen
to continue listening and engaging - solving local issues where I can, and weighing
in on national and international concerns on your behalf - I’m already planning
where to go next year! In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you
have any issues or concerns I can help with, please contact me by emailing: freddie.
vanmierlo.mp@parliament.uk.

MILLSTREAM AT HOME SERVICES:

WE DELIVER HOT, TWO-COURSE, HOME-COOKED MEALS TO THOSE
IN NEED IN THE BENSON AREA ON MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS &
FRIDAYS AFTER MIDDAY.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION ON
BENSONMILLSTREAMCENTRE@GMAIL.COM

OR PHONE 01491 834889.
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THE BENSON WI

- — raditionally, Benson WI has not met in August but members
decided that they would like to meet and go out to the Root One
» Garden Centre to resume our meeting that was cancelled in June.

# For this meeting, members met in the garden centre café where
. they watched a video of Jeremy Brundenell (Owner and Director
. of Root One) sharing his story of how the garden centre came
about. On 9th June this year, Root One turned 25 and celebrated
this milestone by using the opportunity to give back to the local
community by raising money for the ‘Wild about Wallingford’
charity run by volunteers. The Garden Centre has supported

= groups such as the local Style Acre with gardening projects.
For those who missed it, we understand that the video can be found on U-Tube.
Following the presentation, a member of the garden centre staff was on hand to
answer members pre-set questions which included replacing a memorial cherry
tree, tips on maintaining a wild garden, plants for shady areas and the best time for
planting a Brown Turkey Fig. The staff continued to be on hand for more questions
as we had a good wander round the garden centre. Our thanks to Andy and all the
staff for their very friendly and kind attention.

September 16th was WI Day when nationally members celebrated 111 years since
its beginning and shortly after, Benson WI held a meeting of its newly formed Book
Club. Lots of interesting events around the county opened to bookings including a
trip to the British Museum in October, more popular sessions of Geli-Painting at
Tackley and a session on Christmas Cushions at Blewbury. Oxfordshire WI continues
to support one of this year’s resolutions ‘Action on Women’s Homelessness’ and in
September our Public Affairs Committee introduced members to ‘Finding Her Way
Home’ - a women’s project sponsored by Homelessness Oxfordshire to which any
donation would make the biggest difference.

For Benson WI’s October meeting, we hope to welcome our local County Councillor
to give us an insight into his time in office. Sure to be many interesting moments. Our
usual pot of tea will be available with plenty of time for a social catch up. In October,
bookings open for OFWI events including the May 2027 holiday to Cornwall, a day
at Winchester Christmas Market in December and November’s Christmas Brass
Concert at St Peter and St Paul in Botley. All details are on the Oxfordshire Federation
website and some events/outings are open to non-members.

Visitors are very welcome — contact for enquiries at bensonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk

ST HELENS ECO-TIP

void raking up all leaves in the borders of your garden#. These enrich the soil as
they decompose and are an essential habitat for many insects, or put the leaves
in your home compost ready for spring.

Reduce your fuel usage by finding local activities which support your community.
If you can stay local, you will reduce your mileage which also reduces costs and
benefits your local area.
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BENSON TREFOIL GUILD

he Guild’s theme for the meeting this month was our favourite poems. We

discovered that we are a poetry loving lot in Benson, short poems, long poems,
poems that made us laugh and ones that brought a tear to the eye, we love them all.
The funny thing is with poetry it says so much by seeming to say so little. A few
short words strung together with care can convey all human emotion and all human
life and strangely we tend to remember those words or at least some of them. A few
words or a half remembered line can take us back to times and events that shaped
our lives; early childhood nursery rhymes, lessons in school, standing by the altar
on our wedding day or by the graveside of a loved one gone too soon, or that time
we laughed so hard our stomach muscles hurt. Only poetry can evoke such varied
memories and such a range of emotions, that’s why we love it so much. I have a
feeling that a poetry session may become a regular feature of our annual programme
because in August we only scratched the surface of the poems that we know and
love in Benson Trefoil Guild.

If you would like to join us, we meet on the third Tuesday of every month at
the Millstream in Benson. If you would like to know more about Trefoil Guild
Membership please look at the Trefoil Guild website at trefoilguild.co.uk or just
come along to our next meeting. Although we are part of Girlguiding you do not
have to have had previous involvement with the Girlguiding movement to join Trefoil
Guild and we do not wear a uniform. We offer fun, friendship and enjoyment in a
supportive environment catering to all interests and abilities.

We end this month with two quotes about poetry by Robert Frost who wrote dozens
of poems including “The Road Not Taken” and “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening”

“A poem begins in delight and ends in wisdom.”

“Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought, and the thought has found
words.”

Helen Horton

WALLINGFORD THAMES LADIES PROBUS CLUB

Have you thought about joining our local ladies Probus Club? We offer retired
or semi-retired professional and businesswomen from the local area, a friendly,
monthly lunchtime meeting, enjoying interesting high-quality speakers covering a
wide range of topics. We also make occasional outings to interesting destinations
such as the theatre and local gardens.

Founded on a friendship platform, we endeavour to keep ourselves well informed
and are supportive of each other. We meet at the Goring and Streatley Golf Club
on the first Wednesday of each month where we enjoy excellent facilities and tasty
lunches. We have a few vacancies and would be delighted to welcome new members.
Further information and our program of speakers is available on our web site:
wtlp.org.uk

If you are interested in joining or would like to attend a meeting as a guest, please
contact the secretary at: secretary.wtlp@gmail.com We look forward to hearing
from you.
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CORN EXCHANGE - WALLINGFORD

CINEMA

Tickets £12 for Adults and £5 for under 16s unless otherwise stated. Doors open
at 2pm and 7pm and the bar will be open so there’s plenty of time to collect
drinks beforehand. Films with subtitles will be shown on Wednesday afternoons at
2:30pm. The box office and foyer will be open on Friday and Saturday from 10am
to 1 pm and from 7pm to 7:45pm on performance nights. Please check the website
cornexchange.org.uk for any updates.

OCTOBER CINEMA:

4th - The Mission (12) 5th, 6th & 7th - Late Fame (15) 8th & 9th - Tony (15) 11th &
12th - Bad Apples (15) 13th Hadestown The Musical 15th, 16th & 17th - Pressure
(12A)

LIVE ON STAGE:

3rd, 10am — 2 pm, Volunteer Recruitment Open Day tours - come and see what fun
you could have by being one of our volunteers

3rd, 2pm, Wallingford Literary Festival - Tickets: free entry, book on oxia.org.uk/
wallingford-lit-fest-26.php

10th, 7:30pm, Animal Farm - Tickets: £18 (adults), £15 (under 16s)

11th, 2:30pm, The Witch Who Couldn’t Sleep , a Story Time Family Musical - Tickets:
£12 (adults), £10 (under 10s)

27th, 28th, 29th & 30th - 7:30p Sinodun Players present The Immaculate by Oliver
Lansley, Tickets: £12 (Tuesday October 27), £15 (all other performances)

HENLEY AND DISTRICT STAMP CLUB

ave you thought of resurrecting a hobby from your past, like stamp collecting,

Postal history or Postcards? You will find it more than just collecting a little
bit of sticky paper. If you look into the history and background of the stamps and
postal history, there is a lot to learn.

The Henley Stamp Club is a friendly group and we would be delighted to see new
visitors or members. If you are interested in facts concerning stamps or postal history,
why not come along and find out about how you can promote your interest?

To learn more about stamps and postal history why not visit us at Bix one Wednesday
evening? You can then meet people who find postal history and the story of stamps
fascinating too.

Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month in Bix Village
Hall at 7.30 p.m.

14th. October —Evening meeting with Philip Cant giving a display on 'l don't do
Thematics and other Nonsense' - some thoughts on Thematic collecting - *(An
interesting title as Paula, his wife, is a well-known and popular Thematic dealer)!

25th. October—Members evening on - Aspect of your favourite monarch, their stamps,
their history, battles or life in general illustrated philatelic items or Postcards etc.
Visitors and new members are very welcome. Further details can be obtained by
phoning Steve on 07767 251670 or on our website: henleyphilatelic.org.uk
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CROWMARSH BATTLE FARMS
JULY / AUGUST 2026

- 2 S short season where we saw
= ore sunrises than sunsets,
"~ . and the yields were generally
= underwhelming, as expected. As
always, a big thank you to everyone
who helped throughout harvest, and
the whole 2026 growing season.
Time to look forward to what we
hope will be a better year! Our last
article, in the July issue, finished
= - = by saying that we may have started
harvest by the time you were reading. In fact, we started harvest on the 29th June,
the earliest that can be remembered for this farm, and 7 — 10 days earlier that the
previous few harvests and we finished on Sunday 2nd August, in just under five
weeks, with our earliest finish memorable.

It turns out that the rain we had at the start of June did very little for improving grain
yields in both winter and spring crops. We only had 103mm of rain from the start
of March — end of June, half of which came in two days in June, and only 54% of
what would be expected on average during the growing season. The extreme high
temperatures in late May and June, coinciding with the flowering of many of the
winter crops, probably played a big roll in the eventual poor yields across the board.

Cereals crops need to be stored at just below 15% moisture content, whilst oilseed
rape should be stored at below 9%. Due to the high temperatures and dry weather
many of the cereal crops were measuring at below 10% and the OSR below 5%
during the day. This meant that during the hottest periods we were harvesting in
the early hours of the morning to try and increase the moisture content. We have
been using the cooler evenings of late to blow cool air through the stored crops to
reduce the temperatures to help with long term storage. The other major risk with
this weather is fire. We were lucky in avoiding any field fires during harvest, with
just a few small verge fires that luckily did not spread.

We have made a start on some shallow
cultivations, where needed, and have
cover crop seed and oilseed rape in
stock waiting for some rain before
planting, which usually takes place
shortly after the previous crop has
been harvested. Daily checking of the
forecast doesn’t offer much hope, and
as of yet we have only had 0.9mm in
July - August.

We will soon be making a start
on management of our grass and
floristically enhanced Stewardship
margins and plots around the farm.

)

e




BANG

Benson Area Nature Group A NEW CHAPTER FOR NATURE IN
Restoring our nature BENSON AND BEYOND

As mentioned briefly in last month’s issue, we are delighted that BANG in
collaboration with Benson Green Space Trust has secured funding from the
National Lottery Community Fund, with additional support from Benson Parish
Council. The Nature Group and Green Space Trust work in partnership already but
this new project will enable us to bring our operations even closer together and
will fund a volunteer coordinator for three days a week. This will give us greater
capacity to involve local people, develop activities and, particularly, respond to
the opportunities created by Benson’s expanding population and new green spaces.

The project is expected to get underway in early October and marks an exciting new
chapter for community action for nature.

WHAT IS THE PROJECT ABOUT?

At its heart, the project is about giving local people the opportunity to make a practical

difference for nature, while improving the places where we live, strengthening our

community and providing the well-documented health benefits of being out in nature.

We will build on everything we have learned over the past 18 months, listening to

residents about what they would like to see happen and developing activities that

reflect local priorities and Oxfordshire’s Nature Recovery Strategy.

There are many opportunities to get involved. New green spaces provide exciting

possibilities for planting and growing wildlife-friendly species such as Devil’s-bit

Scabious, Kidney Vetch and Dark Mullein. Our Action for Pollinators work will

help create better habitats for insects and other wildlife, while our Green Network

will make local nature more accessible and enjoyable for everyone.

Our streams and waterways will be another important focus. The Benson/Ewelme

chalk stream is a particular priority, while Berrick Stream and Ladybrook support

fascinating wildlife including water voles, dragonflies and otters.

What are the project’s objectives?

The project is not just about improving habitats—it is about bringing people together

for example to:

*  Meet other people who care about local nature.

*  Learn new skills and discover more about the wildlife on our doorstep.

»  Take part in practical conservation activities, from planting and growing to
mowing, scything and habitat management.

*  Help shape future activities by telling us what matters to you.

»  Explore local green spaces and water courses while making a tangible contribution
to their future.

*  Help create a healthier, more wildlife-rich environment for future generations.

The next phase will concentrate more effort on Benson, however our neighbouring

villages will continue to benefit from the project, with opportunities to take part,

learn and make a difference.
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BENSON COMMUNITY GARDENS

Top of the allotment menu this last month were hope and faith.
It was Saturday 29th August, the day the drought broke. We
had planned an alfresco sit-down three course meal for 37
people on long trestle tables and benches. Our back-up plan
would have been a watered-down version of the real deal,
" lacking the essential experience that the five senses offer. We
needed to feel and smell the grass and herbs beneath our feet.
We wanted to hear the birds in the trees and taste the subtle
notes of grass, earth and herb in the food. By mid-afternoon the
rain relentlessly saturated the village. We put up our event shelter
and a gazebo in a respite gap between the showers and downpours. At 3.30pm Zeus,
that wild god of thunder and rain picked up his coat tails and left, just in time for our
early evening celebration. It became a double celebration of food from the allotment
and the joy of rain at last. I am reminded of the poem by Charles Bowen ‘The rain
falleth on the just and also on the unjust fella, but chiefly on the just because the
unjust hath the just’s umbrella.

We served a three-course seated meal for just short of 40 people Each dish used
a main ingredient from the allotment. There was a fresh tomato, mozzarella and
basil salad served with home baked breads and olive oil dip. This was followed by
gluten-free spinach feta and herb tarts, ratatouille and the entire crop of allotment
buttered potatoes. Deserts were Mangel-wurzel and chocolate brownies, courgette,
lemon and poppy seed cake, compotes of rhubarb puree layered with Greek yogurt
and strawberry coulis, topped with honey brittle and lastly Marta’s famous cinnamon
buns. It truly was a joyful occasion for our village community to get together and
worth all the worry and detailed effort that went into it. We try to put on at least four
events every year. For more information and photos, you can look at our Facebook
page bensoncommunitygardens

Each day during the hot summer months our faithful team has watered the spinach,
tomatoes, courgettes and beans and we watched life emerging from the dry hot
summer scorch. It also takes the pressure off any one person to keep it going. The
total gain is more than the sum of the parts. The runner beans have suffered. There
have been plenty of flowers, but the hot nights have meant that the pods struggled
to set. The tomatoes are rampant in the poly tunnel and my grandson (7yrs), who is
not a fan of veg, calls them sweets. The courgettes have done well, rather bulbous,
but dense and delicious. Come a pick some tomatoes and herbs along with perpetual
spinach and an interesting tree spinach. And while there do a little weeding or change
the flowers on the table.

It has been a struggle to keep the space green and productive, but we have managed
to keep it going. Fencing around some of vegetables has helped to protect the crops.
Growing potatoes in bags has protected them from rats and mice as well as helping
to conserve water.

Please come down and see what’s going on and enjoy a wander round, pick some
herbs or just relax with nature while on a walk. We always welcome anyone who
would like to be more actively involved in the space and come to do a little weeding
or watering. You can get in touch with us at bensoncommunitygardens@gmail.com.

Bridgid Hess
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special moments
with his camera.
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Discover Benson House
Care Home today

Whether you enjoy afternoon tea with family, taking the
perfect photo, or pulling up a chair with a favourite novel,
there’s something for everyone. Plus, you’ll have the
added reassurance of help when you need it.

Call us Find us online

01491 527 988 caringhomes.org

Churchfield Lane, Benson, Wallingford, Oxfordshire , OX10 6SH

This rating is correct at time of print

Benson House

CARING HOMES




We are a family owned & run
business established in 1975.
Get in touch with our specialist
team to arrange a free, no
obligation market appraisal.

WATLINGTON 01491 612831
watlington@griffithandpartners.co.uk

BENSON 01491 839939
benson@griffithandpartners.co.uk

HENLEY 01491 522800
henley@griffithandpariners.co.uk
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Grifhith & Partners

ESTATE AGENTS, VALUERS AND RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS

Head Office: 42 High Street,
Watlington, Oxfordshire, OX49 5PY

grifithandpartners.co.uk



