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Published 23 June 2026

Once the government decides to approve a local government reorganisation (LGR) proposal,
the real work begins. While the decision itself is a major milestone, it’s only the start of a
long, carefully managed transition designed to make sure services continue smoothly and
residents are supported every step of the way.

There are three proposals on the table in Oxfordshire.
1. Secondary legislation is created

After approval, the government must pass secondary legislation — that will legally and
formally establish the new council arrangements and set out the timeline for change. This is
essential before anything can be implemented.

2. A clear timetable is confirmed

Once legislation is in place, a transition timeline is published. National examples show that
the timeline includes:

Elections for new councils (often scheduled for May of the year before the new authority
goes live).

The go-live date, when the new council officially begins operating (commonly 1 April).
Recent national plans show many new unitary councils going live in April 2028, following
elections the previous May. Surrey, which followed an accelerated timeline, will see its new
councils take effect in April 2027.

3. A transition team is created

All councils involved set up a joint transition team. This group brings together senior officers,
project managers, service leaders, HR specialists and digital experts. Their job is to plan how
hundreds of services, systems and staff will merge into one organisation — without disrupting

the day to day services residents rely on.

Local Government Association guidance confirms that areas receive support at this stage,
including help with workforce planning, governance and service transformation.

4. Residents are kept informed and consulted
Even after the decision, consultation remains important. Government guidance says that
statutory consultation before final implementation is important so residents and stakeholders

continue to have a voice on specific elements of the transition.

For more and future information see the SODC website.



We are changing key software we use for Waste, Enviro-Crime, Environmental
Protection, Private Sector Housing, Community Safety and Food and Workplace
Safety. Therefore, it may take a little longer to respond to some enquiries and some of
our online forms may not be available for a short period. We apologise for any
inconvenience this may cause.

Bin days staying the same, but collection times may change across South Oxfordshire
and the Vale

Residents across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being reminded to put
their bins out by 6am on their scheduled collection day, ahead of route changes starting later
this month. From Monday 29 June 2026, the district councils are making small changes to
waste and recycling rounds to improve the efficiency and reliability of the services.

While every household’s scheduled collection day will remain exactly the same, the time
that crews arrive on each street may change. Vehicles may arrive earlier than usual, so
residents should put their bins out by 6am on their scheduled collection day to avoid missing
a collection. If possible, people are encouraged to put their bins out the evening before,
provided they do not block pavements or footpaths.

Residents can check what day their bins will be emptied via the councils’ new Bin Days
web app at southandvale.gov.uk/BinDays

Didcot comes together to celebrate culture and community.

Everyone is invited to come together for a vibrant celebration of culture and community at
the Didcot Festival of Cultures on Saturday 11 July.
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