SODC Councillor’s Monthly Report to Chalgrove Ward
(December 2025)

Bathing water quality at Wallingford improves. Good news for swimmers,
and all those who enjoy the River Thames at Wallingford, the water quality at
the bathing water site in the town has officially improved since last year.

On Friday 28 November the Police and Crime Commissioner briefed the
press to claim four Oxfordshire councils had refused funds for CCTV, even
though all of them remained in ongoing conversations about the plans.

The councils have confirmed they remained in ongoing conversations about
future CCTV partnerships in the Thames Valley despite local media reports to
the contrary. South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse
District Council have issued the following response:

ClIr Georgina Heritage, Cabinet Member for Communities at South Oxfordshire
District Council, said: “The Police and Crime Commissioner’s press briefing
issued late on Friday afternoon wasn’t accurate — we remain in active and
positive discussion with officials on the details of the scheme. Our Cabinet has
agreed in principle, and we have been, like the other councils, working in
private to negotiate — in good faith — the best deal for our area.

Joint Local Plan. The Government has announced that they are to drop the
need to cooperate with other local councils when forming their Local plans.
The Joint SODC and the Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2041 is at the
examination stage and we are hoping that this announcement will have the
effect of expediting the progress of the plan.

Councils continue to support disabled and vulnerable residents through the
Disabled Facilities Grant. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse
District Councils continue to offer the Disabled Facilities Grant to help disabled
and vulnerable residents make their homes safer, more comfortable, and better
suited to their needs. The Disabled Facilities Grant is a means-tested grant
providing financial help for home adaptations such as installing ramps and
stairlifts for easier access, fitting level-access showers, or improving heating
and insulation. The grant is up to a maximum of £50,000 to help those who
need it most. The grant aims to:

support more disabled residents to live independently in their homes



reduce hospital admissions and enable prompt hospital discharges

reduce the need for residential care by allowing people with disabilities to live
independently in their own homes

support tailored home adaptations for those who need them including people
with dementia

Councils announce preferred candidate for new Chief Executive
Published Wednesday 26 November 2025.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have published
details of the preferred candidate to be their new, shared Chief Executive.

A recruitment process got underway after the previous Chief Executive’s
departure, and members of the councils’ Joint Staff Committee have now
recommended Adrianna Partridge to be the new shared Chief Executive and
Head of Paid Service.

Adrianna is the councils’ current Deputy Chief Executive (Corporate and
Communities) and the decision to appoint her will go to the next full Council
meetings on Wednesday 10 December (Vale of White Horse) and 11 December
(South Oxfordshire) for final approval.

The two councils have had a shared Chief Executive since 2008, when joint
working between the neighbouring districts began. The costs for the Chief
Executive — as they are for all senior management and staff — are shared
between the two councils, this makes staffing at the two councils extremely cost
effective.

CllIr David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council, said:
“Adrianna has been a valued and widely respected member of our Strategic
Management Team for many years and has provided invaluable leadership on
many areas to support our communities. Adrianna led on the councils’ response
during the pandemic as well as our emergency housing provision for refugees
from Ukraine and Afghanistan, and in recent months has worked tirelessly with
neighbouring councils on our response to local government reorganisation.

Household rubbish can only be collected if bin lids are fully closed.

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils are reminding
residents that crews can only empty household wheelie bins if the lids fully
closed lids. Crew members check to make sure that the waste is fully contained
within each bin. They need to do this because there is a real risk that an
overfilled bin won’t attach properly to the lifting equipment at the rear of the
collection vehicle.



Five out of seven councils back the two-unitary proposal for council
reorganisation.

A consensus has emerged for the shape of Local Government Reorganisation in
the area after five councils in Oxfordshire and West Berkshire have formally
supported a proposal for two new, innovative, and locally accountable unitary
authorities, aimed at addressing current inefficiencies, enhancing services, and
saving millions in response to the government’s call for reform of council
structures. After reviewing all three proposals for Oxfordshire and West
Berkshire, the majority of councils in the area have agreed that the two-unitary
option offers the best outcomes for local residents and will urge the government
to proceed with the proposal when a decision is made next year.
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